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Have you visited our new website yet?

https://cong-wecf.org

During 2020, WECF suddenly
found itself without a website
for reasons beyond its control.
A new website was needed and

-iations of this was very kindly developed
Evangelical

angelical Congregational

for us by Geoffrey Liu, from Ghsche o et nd ol porscsion
Padstow Chinese Congregational
Church, Australia.
=4 Please visit the site. To pass on
: comments, information or
photographs, please go to
‘Contact Us’ on the website or
send them to the OCW Editor,
Kerrian Cartledge.
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FROM THE PRESIDENT

Dear Friends,

On Thursday, 4th February, we held our first WECF Executive
Committee Zoom Meeting. | arranged it and it was fascinating
doing so. The time it was best to meet was 9pm in the UK
where Gwynne Evans (WECF Treasurer) and | live. This meant

that we met with Ron Hamilton (WECF Vice-President) at 3pm
gl (USA Central Zone Time) and Alan Best (WECF Secretary) at
8am (Australian Eastern Daylight Saving Time).

Rev Mike Plant

The weather for Gwynne and me was not freezing, but we are in our wintertime.
Ron is properly in wintertime with a foot of snow outside and possible temperatures
of minus 20 degrees Celsius. Alan said it isn’t a particularly warm summer in
Sydney, Australia, but | think that would probably rank as a hot summer in the UK.
It is remarkable what modern technology can do — we had fewer hitches meeting
together than we normally encounter in a church prayer-meeting which currently
has to be on Zoom. It was a joy to resume fellowship with my brothers in Christ for
whom | have the highest regard.

What we all have in common, apart from being brothers in Christ, which is most
important, is that all our countries are going through the difficulties the COVID-19
crisis has brought upon us. Some of us are still able to meet, but if we can, it is with
greatly reduced numbers, due to social distancing and people choosing to self-
isolate. While the churches in the three countries were able to meet, all with some
restrictions and reduced numbers, it has been necessary for some churches to
cease meeting because of the risks involved. | have certainly been made extremely
conscious that maintaining the unity of congregations is something that the current
situation is putting under pressure.

However, we are in Christ, and whether we follow the Eastern or Western
Calendar, we will soon be celebrating Easter, either on April 4th or May 2nd! | think
it is good to meditate on what Easter, and particularly the resurrection of our Lord
Jesus Christ, means to us:

It means our whole view of what it means to die has changed completely. If you are
not a Christian the question of ‘after-death’ is either answered with, ‘There is
nothing after death’ or with a vague hope that somehow, in some way, our
consciousness will survive. Jesus told his disciples that He was going to prepare a
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place for them and that they would be with Him. Ultimately, our hope is set on His
return in glory when at the resurrection of the Lord’s people (1 Corinthians 15:57),
‘Death is swallowed up in victory.” Death for us is the gateway to God’s presence
and eternal happiness.

Therefore, we can serve the Lord Jesus now, even when life is more evidently than
usual, short and uncertain, because we know (1 Corinthians 15:58), ‘that in the
Lord, your labour is not in vain.” Whatever is achieved in this life in terms of people
turning to Christ in faith and building their lives upon Him is something that will last
into eternity.

You could say, ‘This is really morbid — the only hope Christians offer is for when you
die! That is not true, and in 2 Corinthians 1:8-10, Paul tells us about his current,
desperately hard circumstances, which is something with which many of us will be
able to identify, and how the knowledge of God’s resurrection power shown in
Jesus gave them someone to rely on in their time of desperation: ‘For we do not
want you to be unaware, brothers, of the affliction we experienced in Asia. For we
were so utterly burdened beyond our strength that we despaired of life itself.
Indeed, we felt that we had received the sentence of death. But that was to make
us rely not on ourselves but on God who raises the dead. He delivered us from
such a deadly peril, and He will deliver us. On Him we have set our hope that He
will deliver us again.” God’s resurrection power tells us that there is no situation we
can be in, either in life or death, which is hopeless, but when we despair we forget
this.

One of our great needs in times like these is to take time to understand the realities
of what it means to belong to the Lord Jesus Christ. It is only when we have done
this that we are in a position to live for Him as we should.

Yours in the Lord,
Mike Plant.




rPanNiIisH

Queridos amigos,

El jueves 4 de febrero, celebramos nuestra primera reuniéon de zoom del Comité
Ejecutivo del WECF. Lo arreglé y fue fascinante hacerlo. La hora en que fue mejor
reunirse fue a las 9 p. m. en el Reino Unido, donde Gwynne Evans (WECF
Tesorero) y yo vivimos. Esto signific6 que nos reunimos con Ron Hamilton
(Vicepresidente de WECF) a las 3pm (USA Central Zone Time) y Alan Best (WECF
Secretary) a las 8am (Australian Eastern Daylight Saving Time).

El tiempo para Gwynne y yo no estaba frio, pero estamos en nuestro invierno. Ron
es correctamente en invierno con un pie de nieve al aire libre y posibles
temperaturas de menos 20 grados celsius. Alan dijo que no es un verano
particularmente calido en Sidney, Australia, pero creo que probablemente se
clasificaria como un verano caluroso en el Reino Unido. Es notable lo que la
tecnologia moderna puede hacer — tuvimos menos enganches reunidos de lo que
normalmente nos encontramos en una reunion de oracion de la iglesia que
actualmente tiene que estar en Zoom. Fue un gozo retomar la comunion con mis
hermanos en Cristo, por quienes tengo la mas alta consideracion.

Lo que todos tenemos en comun, aparte de ser hermanos en Cristo, lo que es mas
importante, es que todos nuestros paises estan atravesando las dificultades que
nos ha provocado la crisis COVID-19. Algunos de nosotros todavia somos capaces
de reunirnos, pero si podemos, es con un numero muy reducido, debido al
distanciamiento social y la gente que elige autoaislarse. Si bien las iglesias de los
tres paises pudieron reunirse, todas con algunas restricciones y un numero
reducido, ha sido necesario que algunas iglesias dejen de reunirse debido a los
riesgos que entrafia. Ciertamente me han hecho muy consciente de que mantener
la unidad de las congregaciones es algo que la situacion actual esta presionando.

Sin embargo, estamos en Cristo, y si seguimos el Calendario Oriental u Occidental,
pronto celebraremos la Pascua, jya sea el 4 de abril o el 2 de mayo! Creo que es
bueno meditar sobre lo que la Pascua, y en particular la resurreccion de nuestro
Senor Jesucristo, significa para nosotros:

Significa que toda nuestra vision de lo que significa morir ha cambiado
completamente. Si no eres cristiano, la pregunta de "después de la muerte" se
responde con: "No hay nada después de la muerte" o con una vaga esperanza de
que de alguna manera, de alguna manera, nuestra conciencia sobrevivira. Jesus
les dijo a sus discipulos que iba a preparar un lugar para ellos y que estarian con
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él. En ultima instancia, nuestra esperanza se pone en Su regreso en gloria cuando
en la resurreccion del pueblo del Sefor (1 Corintios 15:57), 'La muerte se traga en
victoria'. La muerte para nosotros es la puerta de entrada a la presencia de Dios y
a la felicidad eterna.

Por lo tanto, podemos servir al Sefior Jesus ahora, aun cuando la vida sea mas
evidentemente de lo habitual, corta e incierta, porque sabemos (1 Corintios 15:58),
'‘que en el Senor, vuestro trabajo no es en vano'. Todo lo que se logra en esta vida
en términos de personas que se vuelven a Cristo en la fe y construyen su vida
sobre El es algo que durara hasta la eternidad.

Se podria decir: '{Esto es realmente morboso, la Unica esperanza que ofrecen los
cristianos es para cuando mueras!' Eso no es cierto, y en 2 Corintios 1:8-10, Pablo
nos habla de sus circunstancias actuales, desesperadamente duras, que es algo
con lo que muchos de nosotros seremos capaces de identificar, y como el
conocimiento del poder de resurreccion de Dios que se muestra en Jesus les dio a
alguien en quien confiar en su tiempo de desesperacion: 'Porque no queremos que
no seas conscientes , hermanos, de la afliccion que experimentamos en Asia.
Porque estabamos tan agobiados mas alla de nuestra fuerza que nos
desesperamos de la vida misma. De hecho, sentimos que habiamos recibido la
sentencia de muerte. Pero eso fue para hacernos confiar no en nosotros mismos,
sino en Dios que resucita a los muertos. Nos liberé de un peligro tan mortal, y nos
librara. Sobre EI hemos puesto nuestra esperanza de que nos vuelva a librar.' El
poder de resurreccion de Dios nos dice que no hay ninguna situacion en la que
podamos estar, ya sea en la vida o en la muerte, que no tiene esperanza, pero
cuando nos desesperamos olvidamos esto.

Una de nuestras grandes necesidades en tiempos como estos es tomar tiempo
para entender las realidades de lo que significa pertenecer al Sefior Jesucristo.
Sélo cuando hemos hecho esto estamos en condiciones de vivir por EI como
debemos.

Tuyo en el Sefor,
Mike Plant.

28 They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, 29 and then twisted
together a crown of thorns and set it on his head. They put a staff in his right
hand. Then they knelt in front of him and mocked him. “Hail, king of the
Jews!” they said. 30 They spit on him, and took the staff and struck him on
the head again and again. 31 After they had mocked him, they took off the
robe and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him away to crucify him.
(Matthew 27:28-31)




ORTUGUESE

Queridos amigos,

Na quinta-feira, 4 de fevereiro, realizamos nossa primeira Reunido pelo Zoom do
Comité Executivo da WECF. Eu organizei e foi fascinante fazé-lo. O Melhor horario
para a reunidao foi as 21h no Reino Unido, onde Gwynne Evans (Tesoureiro da
WECF) e eu moramos. Isso significava que nos encontramos com Ron Hamilton
(vice-presidente da WECF) as 15h (horario dos EUA) e Alan Best (Secretario do
WECF) as 8h (horario de verao australiano).

O clima para Gwynne e eu nao estava congelando, mas estamos no inverno. Ron
esta propriamente no inverno com um pé de neve la fora e possiveis temperaturas
de menos 20 graus Celsius. Alan disse que nao € um verao particularmente quente
em Sydney, Australia, mas eu acho que provavelmente classificaria como um
verdo quente no Reino Unido. E notavel o que a tecnologia moderna pode fazer —
tivemos menos problemas nos reunindo do que normalmente encontramos em
uma reuniao de oragao da igreja que atualmente tem que ser no Zoom . Foi uma
alegria retomar a comunhao com meus irmaos em Cristo, por quem tenho a maior
considerac3o.

O que todos temos em comum, além de irmaos em Cristo, o mais importante, &
que todos 0s nossos paises estdo passando pelas dificuldades que a crise COVID-
19 nos trouxe. Alguns de nés ainda conseguem se encontrar, mas se conseguem,
€ com um numero bastante reduzido, devido ao distanciamento social e as
pessoas que optam por se isolar. Embora as igrejas nos trés paises pudessem se
reunir, todas com algumas restricbes e numero reduzido, foi necessario que
algumas igrejas parassem de se reunir por causa dos riscos envolvidos. Eu fiquei
extremamente consciente de que manter a unidade das congregacdes € algo que
a situacao atual esta colocando sob presséao.

No entanto, estamos em Cristo e, quer sigamos o calendario oriental ou ocidental,
em breve estaremos celebrando a Pascoa, seja em 4 de abril ou 2 de maio! Acho
que € bom meditar sobre o que a Pascoa, e particularmente o que a ressurreicao
de nosso Senhor Jesus Cristo, significa para nés:

Significa que toda a nossa visdo do que significa morrer mudou completamente.
Se vocé néo é cristdo, a questdo da "pds-morte" é respondida com: "Nao ha nada
depois da morte" ou com uma vaga esperanca de que de alguma forma, nossa
consciéncia sobreviva. Jesus disse a seus discipulos que iria preparar um lugar
para eles e que eles estariam com Ele. Em ultima analise, nossa esperancga esta
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estabelecida em Seu retorno em gléria quando, na ressurreicdo do povo do
Senhor (1 Corintios 15:57), 'A morte é tragada pela vitéria'. A morte para nos € a
porta de entrada para a presenca de Deus e a felicidade eterna.

Portanto, podemos servir ao Senhor Jesus agora, mesmo quando a vida € mais
curta e incerta do que o normal , porque sabemos (1 Corintios 15:58), 'que no
Senhor, Vosso trabalho ndo é em vao'. O que quer que seja alcangado nesta vida,
em termos de pessoas se voltando para Cristo na fé e construindo suas vidas
sobre Ele , € algo que durara até a eternidade.

Vocé poderia dizer: 'Isso € realmente morbido — a unica esperanga que os cristaos
oferecem é para quando vocé morrer!' Isso ndo € verdade, e em 2 Corintios 1:8-
10, Paulo nos conta sobre suas circunstancias atuais, desesperadamente dificeis,
que € algo com que muitos de nds seremos capazes de identificar, e como o
conhecimento do poder de ressurreicao de Deus, mostrado em Jesus, deu-lhes
alguém para confiar em seu tempo de desespero: “Porque ndo queremaos, irmaos,
que ignoreis a natureza da tribulacdo que nos sobreveio na Asia, portanto foi
acima de nossas forgas, a ponto de desesperarmos até da propria vida. Contudo,
Jja em n6és mesmos, tivemos a sentenca de morte, para que ndo confiemos em nos,
e sim no Deus que ressuscita os mortos; o qual nos livrou e nos livrara de tdo
grande morte; em quem temos esperado que ainda continuara a livrar-nos.” O
poder da ressurreicao de Deus nos diz que n&do ha situagdo em que estejamos,
seja na vida ou na morte, que nao tenha esperancga, mas quando desesperamos,
esquecemos disso.

Uma de nossas grandes necessidades em periodos como este é ter tempo para
entender as realidades do que significa pertencer ao Senhor Jesus Cristo. Sé
depois de fazermos isso € que podemos viver para Ele como devemos.

Seu no Senhor,
Mike Plant.

23 When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes, dividing them
into four shares, one for each of them, with the undergarment remaining.
This garment was seamless, woven in one piece from top to bottom.
24 “Let’s not tear it,” they said to one another.

“Let’s decide by lot who will get it.”

This happened that the scripture might be fulfilled that said,

“They divided my clothes among them and cast lots for my garment.”
So this is what the soldiers did. (John 19:23-24)




ENGLAND

TASTE AND SEE THAT THE LORD IS GOOD

An EFCC (UK) church in the north of England is offering two different kinds of
bread to its neighbourhood - the Bread of Life and ordinary bread as well!

Since 2017, Morley Community Church has received an amazing total of 1,050
supermarket trays of food. Each week they receive (free of charge) supplies of
bread, confectionery, vegetables, fruit and innumerable packets of food of all
descriptions.

Morley Community Church's involvement in distributing food happened almost by
accident; it was approached four years ago by a local supermarket offering the
congregation slightly damaged packets, food on the edge of its 'best before date,’
items that were not selling and bread/confectionery which only has a very short
shelf life. In the UK, supermarkets are keen to reduce their waste and make a
positive connection with a local organisation. It is all part of the policy in the western
world of large companies being seen as socially responsible, reducing waste,
avoiding landfill and making a contribution to alleviate climate change.

This small church of 20 souls is located in a white working-class industrial town and
uses the items to help people in need. Needy families struggling with
unemployment, low income and other issues are supplied with free food. It helps
them eke out their finances in these difficult times. Church members also find that it
establishes on-going relationships and friendships with people, which otherwise
would not be made.

There is also enough food to help struggling members of their own congregation. In
addition, it eases pressure on their personal budgets, enabling them to be more
generous in their financial giving to the Lord's work.

Local foodbanks are helped as well. Foodbanks in the UK are food distribution
points where people with little or no income can visit and receive an emergency
supply of food. They are usually run by voluntary organisations. Last Christmas,
one local foodbank helped by Morley Community Church readily agreed to give a
Living Word Gospel Calendar to each visitor receiving food parcels from them.
Surplus food has also been passed on for use by Christian organisations such as
Leeds City Mission as well as other churches, to use in their own mercy
programmes.



Three times each week, church members
collect several trays of food from the
supermarket. It is then sorted, allocated,
packed and delivered.

During the COVID-19 pandemic, this has been
one of the few activities they have been able
to organise under UK government regulations.

Occasionally, small financial gifts and other
gifts-in-kind have been made by sympathetic supermarket managers from their
local community funds towards church projects; Gospel conversations with staff
have resulted. There has been good publicity and an increased profile through the
local newspaper.

It has been possible for some of the food to be used to meet catering needs for
church events and the annual youth camp, thereby saving expenditure.

Church secretary, Andy Dalton, said that over the last four years the church had
received a huge amount of food with an estimated value of £15,750 British pounds.
In a normal year, the value of food received represents about 12% of the annual
budget receipts of the church.

Andy Dalton went on to say that most supermarkets in the UK are operating similar
schemes — supplying local charities and churches. They are keen to be seen to be
avoiding waste and connecting with their communities. He concluded, “Our
involvement in this scheme has benefitted our church congregation. It has worked
well for us. We thank the Lord for His amazing provision.”

Andy Dalton, (Secretary, Morley Community Church)

(Pictured: MCC’s Ray Baker holds a tray of supermarket food in front of previously
used trays)

SPANISH

PRUEBA Y VER QUE EL SENOR ES BUENO

Una iglesia EFCC (Reino Unido) en el norte de Inglaterra esta ofreciendo dos tipos
diferentes de pan a su barrio - el Pan de Vida y el pan ordinario también!

Desde 2017, Morley Community Church ha recibido un increible total de 1.050

9



bandejas de alimentos. Cada semana reciben suministros (gratuitos) de pan,
confiteria, verduras, frutas e innumerables paquetes de alimentos de todas las
descripciones.

La participacion de Morley Community Church en la distribucion de alimentos
ocurrié casi por accidente; fue abordado hace cuatro afios por un supermercado
local que ofrecia a la congregacion paquetes ligeramente dafiados, comida en el
borde de su "mejor fecha anterior", articulos que no estaban vendiendo y pan /
confiteria que solo tiene una vida utii muy corta. En el Reino Unido, los
supermercados estan dispuestos a reducir sus residuos y establecer una conexion
positiva con una organizacion local. Todo es parte de la politica en el mundo
occidental de las grandes empresas que son vistas como socialmente
responsables, reduciendo los residuos, evitando los vertederos y contribuyendo a
aliviar el cambio climatico.

Esta pequena iglesia de 20 almas se encuentra en una ciudad industrial blanca de
clase trabajadora y utiliza los articulos para ayudar a las personas necesitadas.
Las familias necesitadas que luchan con el desempleo, los bajos ingresos y otras
cuestiones se suministran con alimentos gratuitos. Les ayuda a sacar sus finanzas
en estos tiempos dificiles. Los miembros de la Iglesia también encuentran que
establece relaciones y amistades en el lugar con las personas, que de otra manera
no se harian.

También hay suficiente comida para ayudar a los miembros con dificultades de su
propia congregacion. Ademas, alivia la presion sobre sus presupuestos
personales, permitiéndoles ser mas generosos en su donacion financiera a la obra
del Sefior.

También se ayuda a los bancos de comida locales. Los bancos de alimentos en el
Reino Unido son puntos de distribucion de alimentos donde las personas con
pocos O ningun ingreso pueden visitar y recibir un suministro de emergencia de
alimentos. Por lo general, son dirigidos por organizaciones voluntarias. La Navidad
pasada, un banco de alimentos local ayudado por la Iglesia Comunitaria Morley,
accedio facilmente a dar un Calendario evangélico de Palabra Viviente a cada
visitante que recibiera paquetes de alimentos de ellos. Las organizaciones
cristianas como la Mision de la Ciudad de Leeds, asi como otras iglesias, también
han transmitido los excedentes de alimentos para utilizarlos en sus propios
programas de misericordia.

Tres veces por semana, los miembros de la iglesia recogen varias bandejas de
comida del supermercado. A continuacion, se ordena, se asigna, se empaqueta y
se entrega.
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Durante la pandemia COVID-19, esta ha sido una de las pocas actividades que
han podido organizar bajo las regulaciones del gobierno del Reino Unido.

Ocasionalmente, pequefios regalos financieros y otros regalos en especie han sido
hechos por gerentes de supermercados comprensivos de sus fondos comunitarios
locales para proyectos eclesiasticos; Las conversaciones evangélicas con el
personal han resultado. Ha habido buena publicidad y un mayor perfil a través del
periddico local.

Ha sido posible que algunos de los alimentos se utilicen para satisfacer las
necesidades de catering para los eventos de la iglesia y el campamento anual de
jovenes, ahorrando asi gastos.

El secretario de la Iglesia, Andy Dalton, dijo que en los ultimos cuatro afios la
iglesia habia recibido una gran cantidad de comida con un valor estimado de
15.750 libras esterlinas. En un ano normal, el valor de los alimentos recibidos
representa alrededor del 12% de los ingresos presupuestarios anuales de la
iglesia.

Andy Dalton continué diciendo que la mayoria de los supermercados en el Reino
Unido estan operando esquemas similares , suministrando organizaciones
benéficas e iglesias locales. Estan dispuestos a ser vistos para evitar el
desperdicio y conectarse con sus comunidades. Concluyo: "Nuestra participacion
en este esquema ha beneficiado a nuestra congregacion eclesiastica. Ha
funcionado bien para nosotros. Agradecemos al Sefior por Su increible provision."

Andy Dalton, (Secretario, Iglesia Comunitaria Morley)

ORTUGUESE

PROVAI E VEDE QUE O SENHOR E BOM

Uma igreja da EFCC (Reino Unido) no norte da Inglaterra esta oferecendo dois
tipos diferentes de pao para o seu bairro - o Pdo da Vida e o pao comum também!

Desde 2017, a Morley Community Church recebeu um incrivel total de 1.050
bandejas de alimentos de supermercado. Toda semana eles recebem
(gratuitamente) suprimentos de pé&o, confeitaria, legumes, frutas e inumeros
pacotes de alimentos de todas as descrigdes.

O envolvimento da Igreja da Comunidade Morley na distribuicdo de alimentos
aconteceu quase por acidente; foi abordado, ha quatro anos, por um
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supermercado local que oferecia a congregacao pacotes levemente danificados,
alimentos quase na data de validade, itens que ndo estavam a venda e pao/
confeitaria que tem uma vida util muito curta. No Reino Unido, os supermercados
estdo empenhados em reduzir o desperdicio e fazer uma conexao positiva com
uma organizagao local. Tudo isso faz parte da politica no mundo ocidental e das
grandes empresas serem vistas como socialmente responsaveis, reduzindo o
desperdicio, evitando aterros sanitarios e contribuindo para aliviar as mudancas
climaticas.

Esta pequena igreja de 20 almas esta localizada em uma cidade industrial de
classe trabalhadora branca e usa os itens para ajudar as pessoas necessitadas.
Familias carentes que lutam contra o desemprego, baixa renda e outros
problemas, recebem alimentos de gracga. Isso os ajuda a controlar suas financas
nestes tempos dificeis. Os membros da Igreja também descobrem que isso
estabelece relacionamentos e amizades com as pessoas, o que de outra forma
nao seria feito.

Também ha comida suficiente para ajudar os membros que lutam em sua propria
congregagao. Além disso, alivia a pressdo sobre seus orgamentos pessoais,
permitindo que sejam mais generosos em suas doacgdes financeiras para a obra do
Senhor.

Os bancos de alimentos locais também sao ajudados. Os bancos de alimentos no
Reino Unido sao pontos de distribuicao de alimentos onde pessoas com pouca ou
nenhuma renda podem visitar e receber um suprimento emergencial de alimentos.
Geralmente sdo administrados por organizagdes voluntarias. No Natal passado,
um banco de alimentos local ajudado pela Igreja Comunidade de Morley,
prontamente concordou em dar um Calendario Evangélico Palavra Viva a cada
visitante que recebesse pacotes de comida deles. Alimentos excedentes também
foram repassados para uso por organizagdes cristds, como a Missao da Cidade de
Leeds, bem como outras igrejas, para usar em seus proprios programas de
misericordia.

Trés vezes por semana, os membros da igreja coletam varias doagoes de comida
do supermercado. Em seguida, é classificado, alocado, embalado e entregue.

Durante a pandemia COVID-19, esta tem sido uma das poucas atividades que eles
foram capazes de organizar sob as regulamentagdes do governo britanico.

Ocasionalmente, pequenos ofertas em dinheiro e outros presentes em espécie
tém sido feitos por gerentes de supermercados simpaticos com os fundos da
comunidade local para projetos da igreja; o que resultou em conversas sobre o
evangelho com a equipe. Houve boa publicidade e um maior destaque através do
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jornal local.

Tem havido possibilidade de que parte dos alimentos sejam usados para atender
as necessidades dos eventos da igreja e do acampamento anual da juventude,
economizando assim gastos.

O secretario da Igreja, Andy Dalton, disse que nos ultimos quatro anos a Igreja
recebeu uma grande quantidade de alimentos com um valor estimado de £ 15.750
libras esterlinas. Em um ano normal, o valor dos alimentos recebidos representa
cerca de 12% das receitas orcamentarias anuais da igreja.

Andy Dalton continuou dizendo que a maioria dos supermercados no Reino Unido
estdo operando esquemas semelhantes — fornecendo a instituicbes de caridade e
igrejas locais. Eles desejam ser vistos evitando o desperdicio e se conectando com
suas comunidades. Ele concluiu: "Nosso envolvimento neste esquema beneficiou
os membros da igreja. Funcionou bem para nés. Agradecemos ao Senhor por Sua
incrivel provisao."

Andy Dalton, (Secretario, Igreja Comunitaria de Morley)

PROJECTS

The following projects have been highlighted in previous issues. Please pray for
them and consider how you might be able to assist financially.

NEPAL

The Executive Committee of the Evangelical Congregational Church, Nepal,
(ECCN) is keen to purchase land and construct a purpose-built building for its
Evangelical Leadership Training Course. This will be a major project and they
cannot do this alone.

PHILIPPINES

NACC aims to support its pastors financially to supplement whatever stipends their
churches can afford. This assistance is a welcome and important source of funds
for pastors.

However, this support cannot be guaranteed each year and could not be provided
in 2019 — NACC doesn’t have a regular income stream and must rely on gifts from
friends at home and overseas. It needs churches, small groups or individuals who
will sponsor a pastor. NACC would like to sponsor each pastor to the total amount
of 5,000 pesos per month (approx. US$100).
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13th TRIENNIAL
EETING, PHILIPPINES

Recently, during the Zoom meeting of
the WECF President, Vice-President,
Treasurer and Secretary, they
discussed the work of the fellowship
and especially, the impact of COVID-19.

They have recommended that the 13th
Triennial Meeting that was planned for
February, 2022, be postponed to
February, 2023, also in the Philippines.
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Turning Point initiative — Ron Hamilton, Conference Minister

The Turning Point Initiative is one of the most exciting ventures for the
Conservative Congregational Christian Conference (CCCC) in the USA. This
initiative provides assistance and resources to churches that are struggling and are
uncertain of their survival. 80% of churches in America are in plateau and decline
and our membership reflects these statistics. We want to come alongside the
pastors and leaders of these churches to let them know that they are not alone and
that help is available.

God calls the Church the bride of Christ and proclaims that the gates of hell will not
prevail against her. The church is called to make disciples. Still, many
congregations across the United States find themselves in increasingly difficult
positions. We help and assist leaders in reviewing options for future ministry. Our
ministry staff helps our member churches live out Jesus’ passion that his people
love God, love others, and make disciples.

A process of evaluation is available to pastors and church leaders that will be
directed by trained interventionists. This evaluation begins with a guided discussion
to help the leaders understand the reality of the condition of their health and
ministry. These leaders will then be directed to various options of assistance that
are currently available.

These options include full church development training, directed development using
Natural Church Development, exploration of a church restart option, or legacy care.
The goal of each of these options is care for the church and effective Kingdom-
minded ministry in the name of Jesus Christ.

The CCCC is currently involved in five Turning Point projects in Colorado,
Connecticut, Massachusetts, Minnesota and Vermont. Each process is unique to
the local setting. Some churches have voted to close and give their building and
assets to the Conference. Others have invited the CCCC to assist them in
replanting the church. In each case, the Church Multiplication Committee works to
identify a replant pastor and recommend them to the church.

It is estimated that about 4,000 churches close in America every year. The CCCC is
actively involved in keeping churches open through our ministry of Church
Development or replanting churches through the Turning Point initiative. We praise
the Lord for the opportunities that we have been given and are prayerfully moving
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forward in this ministry.

Turning Point project
The Chester Congregational Church
Chester, VT

rPanNIsH

Iniciativa Turning Point — Ron Hamilton, Ministro de la Conferencia

La Iniciativa Turning Point es una de las empresas mas emocionantes para la
Conferencia Cristiana Congregacional Conservadora (CCCC) en los Estados
Unidos. Esta iniciativa proporciona asistencia y recursos a las iglesias que estan
luchando y no estan seguras de su supervivencia. El 80% de las iglesias en
Estados Unidos estan en la meseta y el declive y nuestros miembros reflejan estas
estadisticas. Queremos ir junto a los pastores y lideres de estas iglesias para
hacerles saber que no estan solos y que hay ayuda disponible.

Dios llama a la Iglesia la novia de Cristo y proclama que las puertas del infierno no
prevaleceran contra ella. La iglesia esta llamada a hacer discipulos. Sin embargo,
muchas congregaciones en los Estados Unidos se encuentran en posiciones cada
vez mas dificiles. Ayudamos y ayudamos a los lideres a revisar las opciones para
el futuro ministerio. Nuestro personal del ministerio ayuda a nuestras iglesias
miembros a vivir la pasion de Jesus de que su pueblo ama a Dios, ama a los
demas y hace discipulos.

Un proceso de evaluacion esta disponible para los pastores y lideres de la iglesia
que sera dirigido por intervencionistas capacitados. Esta evaluacion comienza con
una discusidén guiada para ayudar a los lideres a comprender la realidad de la
condicion de su salud y ministerio. A continuacion, se dirigira a estos lideres a
varias opciones de asistencia que actualmente estan disponibles.

Estas opciones incluyen capacitacion completa para el desarrollo de la iglesia,
desarrollo dirigido mediante el Desarrollo Natural de la Iglesia, exploracion de una
opcion de reinicio de la iglesia o cuidado heredado. El objetivo de cada una de
estas opciones es cuidar de la iglesia y de un ministerio eficaz con mentalidad del
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Reino en el nombre de Jesucristo.

El CCCC esta actualmente involucrado en cinco proyectos de Turning Point en
Colorado, Connecticut, Massachusetts, Minnesota y Vermont. Cada proceso es
unico para la configuracion local. Algunas iglesias han votado para cerrar y dar su
construccion y sus bienes a la Conferencia. Otros han invitado al CCCC a
ayudarles a replantar la iglesia. En cada caso, el Comité de Multiplicacion de la
Iglesia trabaja para identificar a un pastor repestico y recomendarlos a la iglesia.

Se estima que unas 4.000 iglesias cierran en Estados Unidos cada ano. EI CCCC
participa activamente en mantener las iglesias abiertas a través de nuestro
ministerio de Desarrollo de la Iglesia o en la replantacion de iglesias a través de la
iniciativa Turning Point. Alabamos al Sefior por las oportunidades que se nos han
dado y con espiritu de oracion avanzamos en este ministerio.

PORTUGUESE

Turning Point Initiative — Ron Hamilton, Ministro da Conferéncia

A Turning Point € um dos empreendimentos mais estimulantes para a Conferéncia
Cristda Congregacional Conservadora (CCCC) nos Estados Unidos. Esta iniciativa
fornece assisténcia e recursos para igrejas que estdo lutando e ndo tem certeza
de sua sobrevivéncia. 80% das igrejas na América estdo em um planalto e em
declinio e nosso numero de membros reflete essas estatisticas. Queremos estar
ao lado dos pastores e lideres dessas igrejas para que saibam que nao estao
sozinhos e que a ajuda esta disponivel.

Deus chama a Igreja de noiva de Cristo e proclama que os portdes do inferno nao
prevalecerdo contra ela. A igreja é chamada para fazer discipulos. Mesmo assim,
muitas congregacgdes nos Estados Unidos encontram-se em posi¢gdes cada vez
mais dificeis. Ajudamos e assistimos os lideres na revisao de opg¢des para o futuro
ministério. Nossa equipe de ministério ajuda nossas igrejas a viver a paixao de
Jesus, que seu povo ame a Deus, ame os outros e faca discipulos.

Um processo de avaliacao esta disponivel para pastores e lideres da igreja que
serdao dirigidas por interventores treinados. Essa avaliagdo comega com uma
discussao orientada para ajudar os lideres a compreender a realidade da condigao
de sua saude e ministério. Esses lideres serao entao direcionados para varias
opcoes de assisténcia que estido disponiveis atualmente.

Essas opg¢des incluem treinamento completo de desenvolvimento da igreja,
17



desenvolvimento direcionado usando o Desenvolvimento Natural da Igreja,
exploragdo de uma opcéo de reinicio da igreja ou cuidado com o patriménio. O
objetivo de cada uma dessas opgdes € cuidar da igreja e um ministério eficaz
voltado para o Reino em nome de Jesus Cristo.

A CCCC esta atualmente envolvida em cinco projetos de Turning Point no
Colorado, Connecticut, Massachusetts, Minnesota e Vermont. Cada processo &
exclusivo da configuragao local. Algumas igrejas votaram pelo fechamento e
doacao de seus edificios e bens a Conferéncia. Outros convidaram a CCCC para
ajuda-los no replantio da igreja. Em cada caso, o Comité de Multiplicagao de Igreja
trabalha para identificar um pastor abridor e recomenda-lo a igreja.

Estima-se que cerca de 4.000 igrejas fecham na América todos os anos. A CCCC
esta ativamente envolvida em manter as igrejas abertas através do nosso
ministério de Desenvolvimento da Igreja ou replantio de igrejas através da
iniciativa Turning Point. Louvamos ao Senhor pelas oportunidades que nos foram
dadas e estamos em oragao avancando neste ministério.

Our Congregational World is a publication of the World Evangelical
Congregational Fellowship. Its purpose is to provide articles to
challenge and encourage both our corporate and individual Christian
witness, share news and keep member fellowships informed of WECF
happenings.

Closing Date for submission of articles for next issue: Friday, 30 April,
2021.

Forward articles and photographs to: Kerrian Cartledge at
kerrian.cartledge@hotmail.com

The views expressed in Our Congregational World are those of the
contributors and are not necessarily those of the Editor or the
Executive Committee of the WECF.

All rights are reserved to edit any article submitted for publication.
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TO DRAX DREANS
. FROM LIFE.

DREAMSI

QEOME AP JORDAHKA JELEYI
Fondatsia SED, Makedonia 7,
app. 22, 4004 Plovalv,

e-mall felevgeorgl@yahoo.com,
phone: 0878450015

JanuARy 2021

DEAR FRIENDS,

be blessed and filled with enthusiasm and inspiration; have spiritual expanse in your thoughts and hearts
to see God's goodness and love that overflow to you in your daily life.

Psalm 4 says, JJHEM | WAS IN DASTRESS, YOU HAYE SET ME AT LAME" Breadth, freedom, possibilities, scope,
boundlessness, horizon ... these are all synonyms of the word enlarge. We have been able to experience it

all in the last few months.

BREABTH — We didn't want to think about the prohibitions and virus measures of our rulers, but we focused
on the breadth, the depth of God's vast love that we could show to adults and children at a time like this.
What could we do - to talk, to pray, to encourage, to give ...

[REEDON - We are grateful to God for filling our hearts with joy and peace, freeing us from the burden of
worries.

ﬂ”ﬂﬂlll‘llE = Thank God that we participated in the trainings
organized by Operation Christmas Child - 3 of them in personand one
- online. We held 6 Christmas clubs, giving presents to the children
and sharing with them the Gospel, the greatest gift they could ever
receive. God closed some

doors, but He gave us space to
see the joy and excitement in
the eyes of the children. One
12-year-old boy said he never
thought about the miraculous
conception and birth of Jesus.
On a different occasion that
same evening, parents told
the hosts that they were
very impressed because the
children received gifts with
exactly what they needed.
Another Christmas club is
yet to be organized - in the
community center of the




To DRAW DREAMS FROA LIFE.

TO §IYE LIFE 70 DREAMS!

village of Popovitsa. In the previous letter we wrote to you about the village of Popovitsa, but unfortunately
we had only two gatherings and then we had to pause because of newly issued measures against the virus.
Support us in prayer so that we can conduct Good News Club again in this village.

'UIIHHHESS - no one can put limits on the spirit to rejoice in the God of salvation, to make plans, todream.
We hope that at the beginning of the New Year we will be able to renew the clubs in Katunitsa and Kuklen.

HoRIZON — God has broadened the horizons of our ministry by allowing us to participate in online training
for conducting Good News Club via the Internet. We were amazed at the opportunities provided by the
various programs to work with children, albeit remotely.

SUPPORT US I PRAYER:

# May God continue the work in the hearts of the children who heard the Gospel;

¥ For God to reopen the doors for us to continue working with children;

# That we may have eyes to see where we can start new ministries;

# For churches to gain understanding of the importance of children hearing the Gospel at an early age;
We thank the Lord for our grown-up

children, for leading them in life and
ministry!

We are grateful for your faithfulness,
friends, who support us with prayer and
finances, and together with new friends
we hope you will continue for the glory
of God!
We pray for you with the blessing God
gave to Solomon
o TO0 RUCH WISDOR AHD YERY GREAT
IRSIGHT, AND & BREADTH OF UNDERSTAUBING
AS REASHRE EES AS THE SAND OM THE
SEASRONE"
{1 s £20
DHNY AHD JHORD

Donations in USA Donations in Europe
www.raisedonors.comV'cefonline/individual-missionary www.everychildineurope.com
mark for Georgi and Jordanka Jelev, Bulgaria > Giving; mark for

Georgi and Jordanka Jelev, 5355
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MANIPUR, INDIA

Rev Jangkholam Doungel reports on recent events at his local church:

| would like to report that we renovated our old Church building because it was no
longer suitable for fellowship and gathering. Perhaps there was another reason for
renovating the Church — we celebrated the ‘Silver Jubilee’ of our village on 31
December, 2020! We could not celebrate the Jubilee on 20 June, 2020, because of
COVID-19.

We needed to borrow money so the renovation and reconstruction of the Church
building could be completed. Please pray for us as we seek to repay the loan.

Below: Building work; builders; meal time; preparations for the Jubilee.




‘gmrﬂ'n/ Jonidlee KOTS0HO) SLVER JniL£x

We joyfully celebrated Christmas with thankful hearts for all the good things God
has done for us, including His protection throughout the year. We held a grand
‘Silver Jubilee’ Celebration on 31 December and we could also propitiously
welcome 2021 on its very first day. This was only possible through the grace of God
and we were very pleased to be able to pay our remaining debts to the building
labourers.

Pictured below: ‘Silver Jubilee’ Celebrations.
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The following projects were promoted in recent issues of ‘Our
Congregational World’ and we are delighted to report that one has been
completed and the other is on the way to completion.

NAMUNA CHURCH - its walls were previously incomplete and the building was
inundated during the wet season, preventing services from being held. The walls
have now been completed, thanks to generous gifts from members of the WECF
family.

BARDAN CHURCH - the current building has rough timber walls and packed-earth
floor covered by carpet. Water enters during the wet season and the congregation
regularly overflows from the building. The congregation has been praying for a new,
larger construction, utilising more permanent, waterproof material.

Generous financial gifts have been received from individuals and a church from our
WECF family, enabling the congregation to commence the work and hopefully,
complete it soon. (Below: construction progress in early February)




PRAYER REQUESTS

Please pray for MYANMAR following the recent coup by its military forces.
Pray especially for churches and minority groups at this uncertain time.

COVID-19: Please continue to pray for the world as it grapples with the
COVID-19 pandemic, for WECF families that have been deeply impacted
through sickness or death and for the production and distribution of
vaccines.

Last year, we received a special PRAYER REQUEST from a pastor and his wife in
one of our WECF member fellowships relating to the educational needs of their
Grade 2 and 3 daughters. They are keen to provide a good education for them,
including the study of English and a strong curriculum in Science and
Communications; the local government schools do not offer these opportunities.

They would love to be able to send them to a mission school with an English class,
Bible teaching and weekly Bible memorisation. The two girls have already started
some study of English and are passing these skills on to other children.

The parents have been praying about this for two years and are reaching out to our
WECF family for prayer support. They cannot afford the fees for the mission school
but like all good parents, are seeking the very best for their children. The fees are
US$330 per child per month.

Please pray for this family and if you feel led to offer assistance, contact the Editor
of Our Congregational World.

To support any of the projects presented in this and previous
issues, please forward your gift to the WECF Treasurer, Rev.
Gwynne Evans, using the Account listed below. If you need further
bank account information, please contact the WECF Vice-President
(CCCC USA Conference Minister),

Rev Dr Ron Hamilton: RHamilton@ccccUSA.com

Lake EImo Bank
Account Name: World Evangelical Congregational Fellowship
Routing: #091910196 Account: #0973945
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RELATORIO GERAL — FOZ DO IGUACU - Janeiro/21
V IMPACTO MISSIONARIO
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Um grupo pequeno, entretanto, um exército de valentes.

Quantas surpresas maravilhosas da parte do Senhor tivemos em Foz do Iguacu;
como escreveu uma das projetistas: "Ah, eu estou feliz demais! Vai faltar papel
para escrever tudo. Alguém falou, mas a principio ndo levei tdo a sério, mas é real
que o Projeto é viciante. Ja me vejo no proximo, se Deus assim me permitir. O
tempo todo a gente aprende e cresce. O tempo todo vemos o Senhor operatr,
coisas incriveis acontecem e, quem chega duvidando, sai mais fervoroso e
ousado do que nunca.

O amor fluia de uma forma que constrangia. Amei pessoas que nunca havia visto,
também fui muito amada, recebendo carinho de diferentes maneiras.

Grande abraco e quem estiver lendo, ndo deixe de vir no proximo.” Fabiane
Oliveira

Chegamos na segunda feira e até quarta tivemos a nossa |l conferéncia
missionaria, muita oracao e preparagao. De quarta a tarde até domingo a noite,
fomos as ruas e encontramos “portas fechadas, coragdes amedrontados.”
Pessoas que foram se aproximando e conhecendo a Igreja, recebendo uma
palavra de esperanga. Foi um tempo intenso de semear vida no bairro. Oremos
para que a semente tenha caido em terra boa e frutifique.

Tivemos 50 participantes vindos do Rio de Janeiro, Bahia, Sdo Paulo, Sta.
Catarina e Parana. Tivemos 8 pastores participantes. Dias intensos de Oracéo,
comunhao, despertamento missionario e evangelizagcdo. Todos foram guardados
pelo Senhor na entrada e na saida.
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Nao é possivel narrar todas as lagrimas, todo cansago, todo sorriso, todos os
milagres , muito menos os resultados, mas segue alguns dados e fotos:
1. Distribuimos 140 caixas da Alegria.

2. Realizamos EBF, sob a lideranca da Mis. Antbénia, de Siqueira Campos. Foi
surpreendente a alegria.
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O Irmao Merval chegou no sabado de manha, dando um gas extra no trabalho
com as criangas.

3. Salao de Beleza - Gabriel, entre outras coisas que fez,
10 cortes de cabelo masculine.

4. Bazar — Lider: Mis. Vanilda

“‘Abencoamos vidas trazidas da comunidade,
das ruas, gente que tinha recursos,

poucos recursos e gente que nao tinha
recursos nenhum, todos foram

abencoados” (Vanilda)

Deixamos varias caixas de doacdes

para o campo de Foz

5. Evangelismo — Lider: Pr. Oton .

A equipe saia todos os dias pelas ruas para orar,
distribuir literatura , falar do amor de Deus.

Mais de 1000 pessoas foram contactadas
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6. Intercessao — Lider: Eunice Roger
“Todos os dias, as 6h, antes do horario de acordar irmaos se reuniam para clamar
ao Senhor”

Depois do findar dos trabalhos, a noite também se reuniam para agradecer . . .
sem duvida, nosso Mutirdo foi regado por oragdes e pela bencéo do Altissimo.

7. Cantina — Irma Angela
Incansavel, além dos pudins,
preparava o café toda manha . ..
Nossa cantina rendeu R$ 1.245,70

8. O Que Falar da Equipe da
Cozinha? Liderada por Juliana Duarte,
com as refeicdes todas no horario feitas
pelas incansaveis missionarias Licinea,
llda, etc.
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SIM, “Grandes coisas fez o Senhor por nés, por isso estamos alegres”

Veja mais fotos no site

WwWWw.projetozero.org

Quem vira para o proximo Impacto Missionario em Janeiro de 2022?!!

#desafiodesaofrancisco

. @MISSAC
"4

v

&

A
HOJE
Somos uma missdo dando seus primeiros passos e temos 3 Igrejas

Congregacionais sendo abertas: Foz do Iguagu, Colombo, Joinville e em janeiro
de 2022 abriremos o campo em Sao Francisco do Sul -SC.

Desafios do ano - Restaurar o local em Sao Francisco do Sul-SC

A UIECB (Uniao das Igrejas Evangelicas Congregacionais do Brasil), fez o desafio
e a Missédo Projeto Zero aceitou e nesta parceria Vamos: abrir a IEC de Séao
Francisco do Sul, realizando o VI Impacto Missionario em Janeiro/22; reformar o
acampamento e abrir o IMPZ (Instituto Missionario Projeto Zero) nosso centro de
treinamento missionario . . . A Deus toda Gléria!! Venha conosco!!
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Motivos de Oracao
1. Reformar o Local em S&o Fco do Sul para: sede da Missao, para nosso Centro
treinamento missionario (IMPZ), acampamento, Lugar de refrigério etc
2. Clame por 100 mantenedores, com R$200,00 por més ,durante um ano, para
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a reconstrucado de Sao Fco do Sul

3. Realizar o 6° Mutirao Missionario em Sao Francisco do Sul -SC , em janeiro
de 2022. Pastores, musicos, professores, médicos, enfermeiros, cabelereiros,
manicures, atores, todos que quiserem evangelizar e servir.

4. Abertura de mais 10 novas Igrejas Congregacionais no sul nos proximos anos.
Precisamos de obreiros e parcerias

Em Cristo.
Pr. Eleazar Duarte

eleazarduarte@hotmail.com
Celular (21) 97963-0582

Estamos dando passos, mas queremos correr, corra conosco até que o ultimo
ouga.
Venha fazer parte desta arrancada missionaria. Site www.projetozero.org

A 6 km de belas praias.

SPANISH

Cuantas sorpresas maravillosas por parte del Sefior tuvimos en Foz do Iguacu;
como uno de los disefiadores escribio: "jOh, estoy demasiado feliz! Vas a extrafar
el papel para escribirlo todo. Alguien habld, pero al principio no me lo tomé tan en
serio, pero es real que el Proyecto es adictivo. Me veré en la proxima, si Dios
quiere. Todo el tiempo aprendemos y crecemos. Todo el tiempo que vemos al
Serior operar, suceden cosas increibles, y los que vienen dudando salen mas
fervientes y atrevidos que nunca.

El amor fluyé de una manera que avergonz6. Amaba a la gente que nunca habia
visto, también era muy querido, recibiendo afecto de diferentes maneras.
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Gran abrazo y quienquiera que esté leyendo, asegurese de venir la proxima vez.’
Fabiane Oliveira

Llegamos el lunes y hasta el miércoles tuvimos nuestra Segunda Conferencia
Misionera, mucha oracion y preparacion. Desde el miércoles por la tarde hasta el
domingo por la noche, salimos a las calles y encontramos "puertas cerradas,
corazones asustados". Personas que se han acercado y han llegado a conocer la
Iglesia, recibiendo una palabra de esperanza. Fue un momento intenso para
calmar la vida en el vecindario. Oremos para que la semilla haya caido en buen
terreno y frutos.

Tuvimos 50 participantes de Rio de Janeiro, Bahia, Sdo Paulo, Sta. Catarina y
Parana. Teniamos 8 pastores participantes. Intensos dias de oracién, comunion,
despertar misionero y evangelizacion. Todos fueron custodiados por el Sefior en la
entrada y salida.

No es posible narrar todas las lagrimas, todo cansancio, toda sonrisa, todos los
milagros, y mucho menos los resultados, pero sigue algunos datos y fotos:
1. Distribuimos 140 cajas de Alegria.

2. Realizamos EBF, bajo el liderazgo de Mis. Antonia, de Siqueira Campos. Fue
sorprendente la alegria.

El hermano Merval llegé el sabado por la mafiana, dando un gas extra para
trabajar con los nifios.

3. Salon de Belleza - Gabriel, entre otras cosas que hizo, 10 cortes de pelo
masculinos.

4. Bazar - Lider: Mis. Vanilda

"Bendicemos vidas traidas de la comunidad, de las calles, personas que tenian
recursos, pocos recursos y personas que no tenian recursos ninguno, todos fueron
bendecida" (Vanilda)

Dejamos varias cajas de donaciones al campo de Foz

5. Evangelismo - Lider: Pr. Oton .

El personal sale todos los dias a las calles a rezar, distribuir la literatura, hablar
del amor de Dios.

Mas de 1000 personas han sido contactadas

6. Intercesion - Lider: Eunice Roger

"Todos los dias, a las 6:00 a.m., antes de la hora de despertar, los hermanos se
reunian para gritar al Senor"

Después del final del trabajo, por la noche también se reunieron para agradecer. . .
sin duda, nuestro Grupo de Trabajo se llené de oraciones y la bendicion del
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Altisimo.

7. Cantina - Hermana Angela
Incansable, ademas de los budines, preparado café todas las mananas. . .
Nuestra cantina cedido R$ 1,245.70

8. ¢, Qué decir sobre el equipo de cocina? Dirigido por Juliana Duarte, con todas las
comidas a tiempo hechas por los misioneros incansables Licinea, llda, etc.

Si, "Las grandes cosas hicieron al Sefior por nosotros, asi que estamos contentos"
¢Quién llegara al préximo Impacto de misiéon en enero de 20227?!!

Hoy

Somos una misiobn que da sus primeros pasos Yy tenemos 3 Iglesias
Congregacionales abiertas: Foz do Iguagu, Colombo, Joinville y en enero de 2022
abriremos el campo en Sao Francisco do Sul -SC.

Desafios del aino - Restauracion del sitio en San Francisco do Sul-SC

La UIECB (Union de Iglesias Evangélicas Congregacionales de Brasil) hizo
aceptado el desafio y el Proyecto De Mision Cero y en esta asociacion: Abriremos
la IEC de San Francisco do Sul, realizando el 6° Impacto Misionero en enero/22,;
reformar el campamento y abrir el IMPZ (Instituto Misionero Proyecto Cero)
nuestro centro de capacitacion misional. . . jA Dios toda gloria!! jjVen con
nosotros!!

Razones de oracién

1. Reformar el Sitio en Sdo Fco do Sul a: Oficina misional, para nuestro Centro
de Capacitacidon Misional (IMPZ), campamento, Lugar de refresco, etc.

2. Clame por 100 mantenedores, con R$ 200.00 por mes, durante un afo, para
la reconstruccion de Sdo Fco do Sul

3. Celebrar el 6° Grupo de Trabajo Misional en Sdo Francisco do Sul -SC en
enero de 2022. Pastores, musicos, profesores, médicos, enfermeras, peluqueria,
manicuras, actores, todos los que quieren evangelizar y servir.

4. Apertura de 10 nuevas Iglesias Congregacionales en el sur en los proximos
anos. Necesitamos trabajadores y asociaciones

En Cristo.
Pr. Eleazar Duarte

eleazarduarte@hotmail.com
Moévil (21) 97963-0582

Estamos dando pasos, pero queremos correr, correr con nosotros hasta que el
ultimo se entere.Ven y sé parte de esta bota misionera. www.projetozero.org
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ENGLISH

How many wonderful surprises we received from the Lord in Foz do Iguacu — as
one of the designers wrote: "Oh, I'm too happy! You won’t have enough paper to
write it all down. Someone said that the Project is addictive — at first | didn't take it
too seriously, but it's real. I'll see myself in the next one, God willing. All the time we
learn and grow. All the time we see the Lord operate, incredible things happen, and
those who come doubting come out more fervent and daring than ever before.

Love flowed in a way that surprised me: | loved people | had never seen before; |
was also much loved, receiving affection in different ways.

A big hug to whoever's reading — be sure to come next time." Fabiane Oliveira

When we arrived, we had our Second Missionary Conference on Monday to
Wednesday, with lots of prayer and preparation. From Wednesday afternoon until
Sunday night, we took to the streets and found "closed doors and frightened
hearts." People who have been approaching and getting to know the Church
received a word of hope; it was an intense time as we sowed life in the
neighborhood. Let us pray that the seed has fallen into good ground and produces
fruit.

We had 50 participants from Rio de Janeiro, Bahia, Sdo Paulo, Sta. Catarina and
Parana. We had 8 participating pastors. These were intense days of prayer,
communion, missionary awakening and evangelization. All were guarded by the
Lord from beginning to end.

It is not possible to narrate all the tears, tiredness, smiles, miracles, and much less
the results, but some data and photos follow:

1. We distributed 140 ‘Boxes of Joy.’

2. We conducted Outreach under the leadership of Mis. Antonia, by Siqueira
Campos. We were surprising by joy.

Brother Merval arrived on Saturday morning, adding extra energy to the work with
the children.

3. Beauty Salon - among other things, Gabriel gave 10 men’s haircuts.

4. Bazar - Leader: Ms Vanilda

"We blessed lives brought from the community, from the streets, people who had
resources, few resources and people who had no resources, none: all were
blessed." (Vanilda)
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We left several boxes of donations for the Foz countryside

5. Evangelism - Leader: Pr. Oton .

Every day the staff visited the streets to pray, distribute literature and speak of
God's love.

More than 1000 people have been contacted

6. Intercession - Leader: Eunice Roger

"Every day, at 6:00 a.m., before the time to wake up, brothers gathered to cry out to
the Lord."

After the end of the work, at night they also gathered to give thanks... no doubt our
Task Force was showered by prayers and the blessing of the Most High.

7. Canteen - Sister Angela
Tireless: besides the puddings, they prepared coffee every morning . . .
Our canteen yielded R$1,245.70

8. What To Say about the Kitchen Team? Led by Juliana Duarte, with all meals on
time made by the tireless missionaries Licinea, llda, etc.

YES, "the Lord did great things for us and we are so glad."
Who will come to the next Missionary Impact in January 20227?!!

TODAY:

We are a mission taking its first steps and have three Congregational Churches
opening in Foz do Iguacu, Colombo and Joinville. In January, 2022, we plan to
open the field in Sdo Francisco do Sul-SC.

Challenges of the year - restoring the site in San Francisco do Sul-SC

The UIECB (Union of Congregational Evangelical Churches of Brazil) gave the
challenge and Mission Project Zero accepted it. In this partnership, we plan to open
the IEC of San Francisco do Sul, performing the 6th ‘Missionary Impact’ in January,
2022, re-form the camp and open the IMPZ (Missionary Institute Project Zero), our
missionary training center . . .To God be all Glory!! Come with us!!

Prayer Requests

1. Re-form the site in Sdo Francisco do Sul to provide a Mission Office for our
Missionary Training Center (IMPZ), Camps, Place of refreshment etc.

2. Seek 100 supporters who will give R$200.00 per month for one year, for the
reconstruction of S&o Francisco do Sul.

3. To hold the 6th ‘Missionary Impact’ in S&o Francisco do Sul-SC in January,
2022. Pastors, musicians, teachers, doctors, nurses, hairdressers, manicurists,
actors: all who want to evangelize and serve.
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4. Opening of 10 new Congregational Churches in the south in the coming years.
We need workers and partnerships.

In Christ,
Pr. Eleazar Duarte

eleazarduarte@hotmail.com
Mobile (21) 97963-0582

We're taking steps, but we want to run — run with us until the last one hears.
Come and be part of this missionary outreach. www.projetozero.org

g~ Bolivia
:

Paraguay

Argentina
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From Congregational Communications (FCC) December 2020-January 2021.
Article by Pastor Tim Foskett, General Secretary

| remember a few years ago when my local shopping centre, Westfield Miranda,
went through a revamp. It is rumoured that the renovations cost in excess of 475
million dollars, an expense that shows. A casual wander through its newly polished
corridors reveals a delicate balance between practicality and aesthetics. It boasts
artfully planned and decorated shops and stairways which are also designed to
stand up to the physical demands of the hustle and bustle of thousands of daily
shoppers.

A more critical look, however, may reveal a deeper truth at play in our local super
shopping centre than simply clever design. American writer, William Kowinski, in his
book ‘The Malling of Surburbia,” suggests that the modern supermarket is the
contemporary equivalent of an ancient cathedral. Once, individuals went to church
to meet God, a dynamic reinforced by powerful symbols of positioning and worship.
In the process, individuals were encouraged to understand themselves and their
lives within the context of God’s story.

Now, we find ourselves within the story of consumerism. With no ‘God story,’
individuals live in their own ‘micro-story,” centred not on the sacredness of God, but
on the sacredness of experience and the goods and services that their money can
buy. This can be clearly seen in Westfield Miranda. Just a couple of examples: look
carefully at the use of the colours, particularly gold and white, and reflect on the
deep cultural links between these colours with our biblically rich concepts of worth
and purity. Notice also the deliberate positioning of different brand names. As in an
ancient sanctuary, the light cascades down from on high, enlightening those names
and logos which we are now positioned to see as sacred and profound.
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As we approach Christmas for another year, similar questions arise. So much of the
cultural baggage we attach to Christmas, plays with this same religious symbolism
— light and dark, worth and purity, growth and rebirth — while safely avoiding a
definitive stand on anything spiritual. Even the narrative of Christ's birth is often
pantomimed into sentimental nothingness. | am reminded of a song from the band
U2 describing this very phenomenon:

“They say they want the kingdom, but they don't want God in it.”

However, what is startling is the difference between Christian glory as revealed in
the Bible, and worldly glory. The glory of the world is revealed in gloss and wealth
and opulence and consumerism. The biblical view of glory is vastly different. It is
glory birthed in abject poverty in a dirty manger. It is glory personified in a humble
life of service and obedience. It is glory realised in a gruesome death on a wooden
Cross.

Of course, such glory does not have the same marketing appeal. Should we really
be surprised that we naturally worship at centres founded not on selfless worship,
but on the worship of self? Should we be shocked when we forfeit the glory of God
for our own ‘canned’ glory, bought gift wrapped and guilt free on plastic credit
cards? Should we really be surprised that we fill our need for the sacred and the
divine with bright, shiny counterfeits that fit into our pockets and slot neatly under
the Christmas tree?

The apostle Paul drove right to the condition of the human heart. In Romans 1:25,
he tells us that we ‘exchanged the truth about God for a lie, and worshipped and
served created things rather than the Creator — who is forever praised.’

As we move into Christmas, we need to be sharply aware of our own tendency to
worship and serve created things by buying into the lies of our culture, subtle or
otherwise. For those of us in Christ, however, such a tendency should never bring
despair, but drive us to the foot of the cross. It should push us to our knees in true
worship of the ‘Wonderful Counsellor, The Mighty God, The Everlasting Father, The
Prince of Peace,” whose offered grace is, after all, the reason that this season
exists in the first place.

Tim

5...they saw a young man dressed in a white robe sitting on the right side,
and they were alarmed. 6 “Don’t be alarmed,” he said. “You are looking for
Jesus the Nazarene, who was crucified. He has risen! He is not here. See the
place where they laid him.
(Mark 16:5-6)
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De Congregational Communications (FCC) Diciembre 2020-Enero 2021.
Articulo del Pastor Tim Foskett, Secretario General

Recuerdo que hace unos afos, cuando mi centro comercial local, Westfield
Miranda, paso6 por una renovacion. Se rumorea que las renovaciones cuestan mas
de 475 millones de ddlares, un gasto que muestra. Un paseo casual por sus
pasillos recién pulidos revela un delicado equilibrio entre practicidad y estética.
Cuenta con tiendas y escaleras disefadas y disefiadas artisticamente que también
estan disenadas para hacer frente a las demandas fisicas del ajetreo y el bullicio
de miles de compradores diarios.

Una mirada mas critica, sin embargo, puede revelar una verdad mas profunda en
juego en nuestro super centro comercial local que simplemente un diseno
inteligente. El escritor estadounidense William Kowinski, en su libro 'The Malling of
Surburbia', sugiere que el supermercado moderno es el equivalente
contemporaneo de una antigua catedral. Una vez, las personas fueron a la iglesia
para encontrarse con Dios, una dinamica reforzada por poderosos simbolos de
posicionamiento y adoracion. En el proceso, se animo a las personas a entenderse
a si mismas y a sus vidas en el contexto de la historia de Dios.

Ahora, nos encontramos dentro de la historia del consumismo. Sin 'historia de
Dios', los individuos viven en su propia "micro-historia", centrada no en lo sagrado
de Dios, sino en lo sagrado de la experiencia y los bienes y servicios que su dinero
puede comprar. Esto se puede ver claramente en Westfield Miranda. Sélo un par
de ejemplos: mire cuidadosamente el uso de los colores, particularmente el oro y el
blanco, y reflexione sobre los profundos vinculos culturales entre estos colores con
nuestros conceptos biblicamente ricos de valor y pureza. Observe también el
posicionamiento deliberado de diferentes marcas. Al igual que en un antiguo
santuario, la luz cae desde lo alto, iluminando esos nombres y logotipos que ahora
estamos posicionados para ver como sagrados y profundos.

A medida que nos acercamos a la Navidad por otro afo, surgen preguntas
similares. Gran parte del bagaje cultural que adjuntamos a la Navidad, juega con
este mismo simbolismo religioso — claro y oscuro, digno y pureza, crecimiento y
renacimiento — evitando con seguridad una posicion definitiva sobre cualquier cosa
espiritual. Incluso la narrativa del nacimiento de Cristo a menudo se pantomima en
la nada sentimental. Recuerdo una cancion de la banda U2 que describe este
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mismo fenémeno:
"Dicen que quieren el reino, pero no quieren a Dios en él."

Sin embargo, lo que es sorprendente es la diferencia entre la gloria cristiana tal
como se revela en la Biblia, y la gloria mundiana. La gloria del mundo se revela en
el brillo y la riqueza y la opulencia y el consumismo. La vision biblica de la gloria es
muy diferente. Es la gloria a luz en la pobreza abyecta en un pesebre sucio. Es
gloria personificada en una humilde vida de servicio y obediencia. Es la gloria
realizada en una muerte espantosa en una cruz de madera.

Por supuesto, tal gloria no tiene la misma apelacion de marketing. ¢Deberiamos
realmente sorprendernos de que naturalmente adoremos en centros fundados no
en la adoracion desinteresada, sino en la adoracion de uno mismo? ;Debemos
sorprendernos cuando perdemos la gloria de Dios por nuestra propia gloria
‘enlatada’, compramos regalos envueltos y libres de culpa en tarjetas de crédito de
plastico? ;Deberiamos realmente sorprendernos de que llenemos nuestra
necesidad de lo sagrado y lo divino con falsificaciones brillantes y brillantes que
caben en nuestros bolsillos y ranuras cuidadosamente debajo del arbol de
Navidad?

El apodstol Pablo condujo directamente a la condicion del corazon humano. En
Romanos 1:25, nos dice que 'intercambiamos la verdad sobre Dios por una
mentira, y adoramos y servimos cosas creadas en lugar del Creador, que es
alabado para siempre’.

A medida que avanzamos en la Navidad, necesitamos ser muy conscientes de
nuestra propia tendencia a adorar y servir las cosas creadas comprando en las
mentiras de nuestra cultura, sutil o de otra manera. Sin embargo, para aquellos de
nosotros en Cristo, tal tendencia nunca debe traer desesperacion, sino llevarnos al
pie de la cruz. Debe ponernos de rodillas en la verdadera adoracion del 'Consejero
maravilloso, el Dios poderoso, el Padre Eterno, El Principe de la Paz', cuya gracia
ofrecida es, después de todo, la razén por la que esta estacion existe en primer
lugar.

Tim

6 You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ
died for the ungodly. 7 Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous person,
though for a good person someone might possibly dare to die.

8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this:

While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

(Romans 5:1-8)
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Extraido do Boletim das Igrejas Congregacionais (FCC) dez. de 2020 a
janeiro de 2021. Artigo do Pastor Tim Foskett, Secretario Geral

Lembro-me de alguns anos atras, quando meu centro comercial local, Westfield
Miranda, passou por uma reforma. Ha rumores de que as reformas custaram mais
de 475 milhdes de ddlares, uma despesa visivel. Um passeio casual por seus
corredores recém polidos revela um delicado equilibrio entre praticidade e estética.
Possui lojas e escadas artisticamente planejadas e decoradas que também sao
projetadas para atender as demandas fisicas da agitacdo de milhares de
compradores diarios.

Um olhar mais critico, no entanto, pode revelar uma verdade mais profunda em
jogo em nosso super shopping center local, do que simplesmente um design
inteligente. O escritor americano William Kowinski, em seu livro "The Malling of
Surburbia", sugere que o supermercado moderno € o equivalente contemporaneo
de uma antiga catedral. Uma vez, os individuos foram a igreja para encontrar
Deus, uma dinamica reforcada por poderosos simbolos de posicionamento e
adoracao. No processo, os individuos foram encorajados a entender a si mesmos
e suas vidas dentro do contexto da historia de Deus.

Agora, nos encontramos dentro da historia do consumismo. Sem uma "histéria de
Deus", os individuos vivem em sua propria "micro-historia", centrada ndo na
sacralidade de Deus, mas na sacralidade da experiéncia, nos bens e servicos que
seu dinheiro pode comprar. Isso pode ser claramente visto em Westfield Miranda.
Apenas alguns exemplos: olhe atentamente para o uso das cores, particularmente
ouro e branco, e reflita sobre os lagos culturais profundos entre essas cores com
nossos conceitos biblicamente ricos de valor e pureza. Observe também o
posicionamento deliberado de diferentes marcas. Como em um antigo santuario, a
luz desce do alto, iluminando esses nomes e logotipos que agora estamos
posicionados para ver como sagrados e profundos.

A medida que nos aproximamos do Natal para mais um ano, surgem questdes
semelhantes. Grande parte da bagagem cultural que atribuimos ao Natal, brinca
com esse mesmo simbolismo religioso — claro e escuro, valor e pureza,
crescimento e renascimento — enquanto evitamos com seguranga uma posi¢cao
definitiva sobre qualquer coisa espiritual. Mesmo a narrativa do nascimento de
Cristo € muitas vezes uma pantomima em nada sentimental. Lembro-me de uma
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musica da banda U2 descrevendo este fenbmeno:
"Eles dizem que querem o reino, mas ndo querem Deus nele."”

No entanto, o que é surpreendente é a diferenca entre a gléria cristd como
revelado na Biblia, e a gléria mundana. A gléria do mundo é revelada em brilho,
riqueza, opuléncia e consumismo. A visdo biblica da gléria é muito diferente. E a
gléria que nasce na pobreza abjeta em uma manjedoura suja. E a gléria
personificada em uma humilde vida de servico e obediéncia. E a gléria realizada
em uma morte horrivel em uma cruz de madeira.

E claro que essa gloria ndo tem o mesmo apelo de marketing. Deveriamos
realmente nos surpreende com o fato de que adoramos naturalmente em centros
fundados ndo em adoracdo altruista, mas na adoragdo de si mesmo? Devemos
ficar chocados quando perdermos a gloria de Deus para nossa propria gloria
"enlatada", comprarmos presentes embrulhados e sem culpa em cartdes de crédito
de plastico? Deveriamos realmente nos surpreender por preencher nossa
necessidade pelo sagrado e divino com falsificagdes brilhantes e brilhantes que
cabem em nossos bolsos e se encaixam perfeitamente sob a arvore de Natal?

O apdostolo Paulo foi direto a condicdo do coragcdo humano. Em Romanos 1:25, ele
nos diz que "mudaram a verdade de Deus em mentira, e adorando e servindo a
criatura em lugar do Criador — o qual € bendito eternamente ."

A medida que avancamos para o Natal, precisamos estar fortemente conscientes
de nossa propria tendéncia de adorar e servir as coisas criadas, comprando as
mentiras de nossa cultura, sutis ou n&o. No entanto, tal tendéncia nunca deve
trazer desespero, mas nos levar ao pé da cruz. Deve nos empurrar de joelhos na
verdadeira adoracdo do "Maravilhoso Conselheiro, O Poderoso Deus, O Pai
Eterno, o Principe da Paz", cuja graca oferecida é, afinal, a razado pela qual esta
temporada existe em primeiro lugar.

Tim

11 Day after day every priest stands and performs his religious duties;
again and again he offers the same sacrifices, which can never take away
sins. 12 But when this priest had offered for all time one sacrifice for sins,
he sat down at the right hand of God, 13 and since that time he waits for
his enemies to be made his footstool. 14 For by one sacrifice he has made
perfect forever those who are being made holy.
(Hebrews 10:11-14)
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WECF FAMILY

Evangelical Congregational Churches, Argentina

Fellowship of Congregational Churches, Australia

Alliance of Evangelical Congregational Churches, Brazil

Union of Evangelical Congregational Churches, Brazil

Union of Congregational Churches in Bulgaria

Congregational Christian Churches in Canada

Evangelical Churches Association (Congregational), Manipur, India
Congregational Union of Ireland

Evangesko-Kongresanka Crkva Skopje, Republic of North Macedonia
Chuuk Congregational Church of Christ, Federated States of Micronesia
Evangelical Church of Myanmar

Evangelical Congregational Church, Nepal

Congregational Union of New Zealand

National Association of Congregational Churches, Philippines

Union of Congregational Churches, Portugal

Congregational Church of Jesus in Samoa

Evangelical Fellowship of Congregational Churches, Republic of South Africa
Evangelical Fellowship of Congregational Churches, United Kingdom

Conservative Congregational Christian Conference, United States of America
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